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1. The wise man: Solomon

A wise request

1Kings 3:5  In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give t
hee. 

1Kings 3:6  And Solomon said, ... 1Kings 3:9  Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy 
people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 

1Kings 3:11  And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; 
neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself 
understanding to discern judgment; 12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise 
and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. 13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not 
be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 

Solomon's fame 

1Kings 10:23 So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom. 24 And all the earth 
sought to Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart. 

In the words of queen of Sheba:

1Kings 10:4  And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had 

1Kings 10:5 ...there was no more spirit in her. 

1Kings 10:6  And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy w
isdom. 7  Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not 
told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard. 

Untamed passions of a gifted man

Ecclesiastes 1:1 The words of the preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 2 Vanity of vanities, says the 
preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

Ecclesiastes 2:1 I said in my heart, I will give you joy for a test; so take your pleasure--but it was to no purpose. 2 
Of laughing I said, It is foolish; and of joy--What use is it? 3 I made a search with my heart to give pleasure to my 
flesh with wine, still guiding my heart with wisdom, and to go after foolish things, so that I might see what was 
good for the sons of men to do under the heavens all the days of their life. 4  I undertook great works, building m
yself houses and planting vine-gardens. 5 I made myself gardens and fruit gardens, planting in them fruit-trees of 
all sorts. 6 I made pools to give water for the woods with their young trees. 7 I got men-servants and women-



servants, and they gave birth to sons and daughters in my house. I had great wealth of herds and flocks, more than 
all who were in Jerusalem before me. 8  I got together silver and gold and the wealth of kings and of countries. I g
ot makers of song, male and female; and the delights of the sons of men--girls of all sorts to be my brides. 9  And I b
ecame great; increasing more than all who had been before me in Jerusalem, and my wisdom was still with me. 10  A
nd nothing which was desired by my eyes did I keep from them; I did not keep any joy from my heart, because 
my heart took pleasure in all my work, and this was my reward. 

1Kings 11:3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned 
away his heart. 4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other 
gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. 

1Kings 11:5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of 
the Ammonites. 6  And Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and went not fully after the LORD, as did
David his father. 

Solomon's reward

1 Kings 11:9  And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the LORD God of 
Israel, which had appeared unto him twice, 10  And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not g
o after other gods: but he kept not that which the LORD commanded. 11  Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon, F
orasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded 
thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant. 

Revealed truth suppressed by unrighteous living 

Luke 8:14  And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with c
ares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 

2. The fool: Rich man

Luke 12:13  And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance w
ith me. 14  And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? 15  And he said unto them, Ta
ke heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he 
possesseth.

Luke 12:16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 
17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18  An
d he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my 
goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry. 

The fool's reward

Luke12:20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those 
things be, which thou hast provided? 21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 

Luke 12:28  If then God so clothe the grass, which is to day in the field, and to morrow is cast into the oven; how m
uch more will he clothe you, O ye of little faith? 



1Timothy 6:6  But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7  For we brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out. 8  And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 9  But they that will be
rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and 
perdition. 10  For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from t
he faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 

Luke 12:31  But rather seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

Proverbs 3:6  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 7  Be not wise in thine own eyes: f
ear the LORD, and depart from evil. 

3. The loser: Paul

Philippians 3:4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof 
he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5  Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 6  Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the r
ighteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7  But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Y
ea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 
whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ,  

Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God.  

Philippians 3:14  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 

Paul's reward

2Timothy 4:6  For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7  I have fought a good fi
ght, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness
, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
his appearing. 

The way of the cross

Matthew 16:24  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for 
my sake shall find it. 26  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or w
hat shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 27  For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his a
ngels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.


